
After reading both Dante’s Inferno and Tennyson’s “Ulysses,” answer 
these questions on a clean sheet of paper.  Include examples from the 
poem to prove your answers.

1.  Underline unfamiliar words in this poem.  Infer their meaning within their 
context.

2.  Does Tennyson’s Ulysses relate to Dante or Homer?  Why?

3.  Describe the narrator.  What is his situation?

4.  Describe the narrator’s feelings towards Penelope and Telemachus.

5.  Contrast the narrator’s opinion of Ithaca with his opinion of the mariners and 
the sea.

6.  Evaluate Ulysses’ claims of his merit.  What are they?  Why does he give 
account of them?

7.  Explain the last line of the poem in light of the first line. 
 
8.  What does this message offer to us today?
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